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THE FIVE POINTS NEIGHBORHOOD

s ariginal identity as the Town of Highland (1887-1B9 3}, got it off to & solid start, Afler just six
years it not only had hundreds of houses and cottages, a fashionable district, and two stone churches,
bt alss a reputation as perhups the city's most desirable place 1o live,” wrote Alice Bowsher and Ann
W Burkhardt in Towr Within a City: The Five Points Sauth Neighborfiood 1880-1930.

Birmmingham, apened to immediate popa “Five Points was one of the city's first recognized historic districts.” says preservation consultant
Linda Melson, “The neighboarhood has always been a sophisticated community in spirt and in support
of historc design standards.”

Melwon cites the home restored as Cobb Lane Bed and Broakfast and the McCant House undergo
ing restoration next door as examples of architecture surviving from the original Town of Highland. She
says these houses are presenation “deminoes™ joining other nearby adaptive restorations. such as the
Oasis Women's Counseling Center, the Lathrop House, and Dr. Richard Elkis’ orthopedic clinic in an
rban residential netghborhood enjoying revitalizstion

“There is a wonderful variety of architectural styles in this late-Victorian neighborhood,” Nelson
conbinues. "Sidewalks and old trees give it a genuine netghborbood feeling.”

As Nelson points out, rehabilitating historic properties can be financially as well as aesthetically
wi with honps ane casually  rewarding. Federal tax credits of up to 20 percent may apply to restorations meeting govemment
standards.

“Economic studies have shown that property values in historic distncts in all cases go up faster
than these in sumounding non-historc neighborboods,” Nelson adds. “Shella and I Chaffin are good
examples of having the confidence to invest in a historic distnct.”
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